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• Form Working Group 3: VHF Data
Link 2 MOPS work continues

August 15

• Working Group 3: VHF Data Link 2
MOPS work continues

August 16

• Plenary Reconvenes (Review Status
of Working Groups 2 and 3)

• Review of Relevant International
Activities (AMCP Working Groups,
Working Group 47 Status and Issues)

• Report on Digital Activities
(NEXCOM Aviation Rulemaking
Committee [NARC], AEEC SAI work,
Others as appropriate)

• Closing Session (Other Business,
Establish Agenda for Next Meeting, Date
and Place of Next Meeting)

• Attendance is open to the interested
public but limited to space availability.
With the approval of the chairmen,
members of the public may present oral
statements at the meeting. Persons
wishing to present statements or obtain
information should contact the person
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section. Members of the public
may present a written statement to the
committee at any time.

Issued in Washington, DC, on July 25,
2001.
Janice L. Peters,
FAA Special Assistant, RTCA Advisory
Committee.
[FR Doc. 01–19159 Filed 7–31–01; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

RTCA Special Committee 198: Next-
Generation Air/Ground
Communications System (NEXCOM)

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of RTCA Special
Committee 198 meeting.

SUMMARY: The FAA is issuing this notice
to advise the public of a meeting of
RTCA Special Committee 198: Next-
Generation Air/Ground
Communications system (NEXCOM).
DATES: The meeting will be held on
August 15, 2001, starting at 9:00 a.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
ARINC, 2551 Riva Road, Building 6,
Room 6A1, Annapolis, MD 21401.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
RTCA Secretariat, 1828 L Street, NW.,
Suite 805, Washington, DC 20036;
telephone (202) 833–9339; fax (202)
833–9434; web site http://www.rtca.org.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to section 10(a)(2) of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act (Pub. L. 92–
463, 5 U.S.C., Appendix 2), notice is
hereby given for a Special Committee
198 meeting. The agenda will include:

August 15

• Opening Session (Welcome and
Introductory Remarks, Review Minutes
of Previous Meeting)

• Review and Discuss Comments on
the Final Draft of the Document:
Response to the Report of the
Chairman’s Committee on NEXCOM

• Review Position Papers for Working
Group 2 (Principles of Operation)

• Review Draft of WG–2 and Receive
Plenary Session Comments

• Closing Session (Review Status of
Action Items, Date and Place of Next
Meeting)

Attendance is open to the interested
public but limited to space availability.
With the approval of the chairmen,
members of the public may present oral
statements at the meeting. Persons
wishing to present statements or obtain
information should contact the person
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section. Members of the public
may present a written statement to the
committee at any time.

Issued in Washington, DC, on July 25,
2001.
Janice L. Peters,
FAA Special Assistant RTCA Advisory
Committee.
[FR Doc. 01–19160 Filed 7–31–01; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Maritime Administration

Voluntary Intermodal Sealift
Agreement (VISA)

AGENCY: Maritime Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of open season for
enrollment in fiscal year (FY) 2002
VISA Program.

Introduction

The VISA program was established
pursuant to section 708 of the Defense
Production Act of 1950, as amended
(DPA), which provides for voluntary
agreements for emergency preparedness
programs. VISA was approved for a two
year term on January 30, 1997, and
published in the Federal Register on
February 13, 1997, (62 FR 6837).
Approval was extended through
February 13, 2003, and published in the
Federal Register on February 20, 2001
(66 FR 10938).

As implemented, VISA is open to
U.S.-flag vessel operators of militarily
useful vessels, including bareboat
charter operators if satisfactory signed
agreements are in place committing the
assets of the owner to the bareboat
charterer for purposes of VISA. By order
of the Maritime Administrator on
August 4, 1997, participation of U.S.-
flag deepwater tug/barge operators in
VISA was encouraged. Time, voyage,
and space charterers are not considered
U.S.-flag vessel operators for purposes
of VISA eligibility.

VISA Concept
The mission of VISA is to provide

commercial sealift and intermodal
shipping services and systems,
including vessels, vessel space,
intermodal systems and equipment,
terminal facilities, and related
management services, to the Department
of Defense (DOD), as necessary, to meet
national defense contingency
requirements or national emergencies.

VISA provides for the staged, time-
phased availability of participants’
shipping services/systems to meet
contingency requirements through
prenegotiated contracts between the
Government and participants. Such
arrangements are jointly planned with
the Maritime Administration (MARAD),
U.S. Transportation Command
(USTRANSCOM), and participants in
peacetime to allow effective and best
valued use of commercial sealift
capacity, to provide DOD assured
contingency access, and to minimize
commercial disruption, whenever
possible.

VISA Stages I and II provide for
prenegotiated contracts between the
DOD and participants to provide sealift
capacity to meet all projected DOD
contingency requirements. These
contracts are executed in accordance
with approved DOD contracting
methodologies. VISA Stage III will
provide for additional capacity to the
DOD when Stage I and II commitments
or volunteered capacity are insufficient
to meet contingency requirements, and
adequate shipping services from non-
participants are not available through
established DOD contracting practices
or U.S. Government treaty agreements.

FY 2002 VISA Enrollment Open Season
The purpose of this notice is to invite

interested, qualified U.S.-flag vessel
operators that are not currently enrolled
in the VISA program to participate in
the program for FY 2002 (October 1,
2001 through September 30, 2002).
Current participants in the VISA
program are not required to apply for FY
2002 reenrollment, as VISA
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